
Top 8 Final Standing

 1.  Craig Krempels (New Jersey) $25,000
 2.  Bill Stead (Florida) $12,500
 3.  Ben Zoz (Nebraska) $6,500
 4.  William Postlethwait (Florida) $5,000
 5.  Alex Melnikow (New York) $3,300
 6.  Brian Kibler (New Hampshire) $3,000
 7.  David Humpherys (California) $2,250
 8.  Michael Aitchison (Oregon) $2,000

(Click here for complete final standings)
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US Nationals 2004
Magic Arcana

Monday, June 21, 2004

Craig Krempels is the 2004 United States
National Champion!

In what would prove to be Skullclamp's swan
song in Standard, Krempels ran the
CMU/Togit Elf and Nail deck through Alex
Melnikow and William Postlethewait, before
defeating Bill Stead in the finals. Krempels
will leave Kansas City with the National
Championship, a spot on the US team at this
year's World Championships, and a sizeable
$25,000 prize for his performance this
weekend.

Bill Stead, like Krempels, is one of America's most
talented young stars. Both players have had
significant success in competitive Magic, but have
yet to truly distinguish themselves on the
international stage. In San Francisco they will
have that opportunity with the help of "relatively
unknown" player Ben Zoz. Even though this is his
first top finish, his abilities shouldn't be neglected.
Other players, such as Eugene Harvey, Gabe
Walls and Brian Hegstad have all made their initial
impact as members of the U.S. National team.
Whether or not Zoz will continue the trend remains
to be seen, but he will certainly be given the
opportunity to prove that he is for real.

If American Magic needs a youth movement to return to its past glory, this team may be the
catalyst. The rest of the world will be gunning for the team title, and it will be up to Krempels,
Stead and Zoz to keep the trophy where it usually resides. Be sure to check our coverage in
September, as we find out how this trio fares at World Championships 2004!

Check out the coverage here!
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Spirited Away-kening Revisiting multiplayer's best spirit
 Anthony Alongi
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IntoTheAether Invokes the Ultimus Principle Tribal and
PDC revisited

 Jay Moldenhauer-Salazar
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Forgotten Lore: 10 Mental Blocks of Magic Improving
your play by challenging your assumptions and habits

 Mark Rosewater

 Yesterday

That’s the Spirit Looking back on the design behind several
of Magic's spirits.

 Mark Rosewater

 Yesterday

Champions Sealed Deck Primer: Scott’s Build Building
the deck from last week's card pool. 

 Scott Wills
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